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Hello Folks
Not sure what you would like to hear from me but thought I would do the
same as I do with Fleet and tell you about my adventures and mishaps. I
do seem to have more than most. After finishing both magazines last
month I was going away on Easter Saturday to visit friends who live in
France. I was heading for an overnight ferry from Portsmouth to Le Havre
when I stopped at Northampton Services for some diesel and to use the
facilities. On leaving the Loo I was accosted by one of the assistants who
said ‘Your car is on fire!’ Three blokes were emptying three fire
extinguishers into the engine area and by the time the fire Brigade arrived
the fire was almost out. Nothing was touched inside my car only the
engine. I was then RAC’d home. On Easter Monday I bought another car
(It’s Beige!!) and picked it up on the Tuesday and after more rebooking of
ferry I set off yet again for Portsmouth. I got there about 6pm and went
into the terminal for a drink and a bite to eat. When I came back to my car
the rear offside tyre was flat!! More calls to the RAC Too late to get a tyre
from anywhere by now as it is 8pm. So onto the ferry and overnight to Le
Havre where on arrival I start to look for French tyre place. Found one
with a very helpful chap who spoke not a word of English but with my
limited French I managed to understand that I would have to have two
tyres as they don’t allow you to mix different makes on 1 axle, so after a
cost of 300 Euros, I am on my way again After that my holiday settled
down and I had no further mishaps and visited La Rochelle, Niort, and
Confolons for an English Fish and chip dinner on May 1st which is a bank
holiday and all French restaurants were closed. We also went to Riberac
and stayed overnight. The weather wasn’t great but I really enjoyed
myself and I finished with a visit to Chateau Chambord on the way back.
On a more serious note next month I do need to have all the details
of stuff that is also going on in August as you will get only one
edition for the two months of July and August, so everything needs
to be with me by 15th JUNE.

Contact Details
Telephone:-01636 892331 Mobile:- 07860 676087
Email:- winthorpefocalpoint@gmail.com
The Station House, Station Road, Collingham,
Newark, Notts. NG23 7RA

DEADLINE FOR JULY/AUGUST EDITION
JUNE 15TH

LUNCH CLUB
The JUNE Lunch Club will be at 12:30pm on Monday
July 1st 2019 at the Community Centre.
THE MENU WILL BE
Mixed Fish Salad
OR
Ham and Quiche Salad

-xThis Photo by Unknown

Strawberries and Ice Cream
-xTea or Coffee
£8 including a glass of wine
Contact Tish Applewhite (643763) if you need to
reserve your place and give your choice of menu.
NB The June Lunch club will be on Monday June
3rd as advertised in last Month’s Focal Point

3

Winthorpe Community Centre Charity News
AGM 29 April 2019
At the above meeting Trustees were pleased to see that the Charity had made a
surplus for the year owing to an increase in those hiring the centre and excellent
fundraising from the Events Committee. The Operations and Maintenance
Committee have also been busy and during 2019 the ceiling in the main hall will be
replaced and the Community Centre will be completely redecorated, making it a
more attractive proposition to potential hirers, including weddings and parties.
The Honorary Officers and Trustees were all appointed for a further 12 months but
there is a need for some more Appointed Trustees (see below). Duncan Richardson
who has been the treasurer for the last 19 years, indicated that it would be his last
year, so if you are interested in managing the finances for the Charity, then please let
me know.
Finally, Margaret Thornhill stood down as President of the Charity having taken over
from her late husband Peter who was the first president when the new building was
built in 2000. Margaret was presented with a lovely bouquet of flowers and thanked
for her support.

Becoming a Trustee
As residents may be aware, the Community Centre is a registered charity with a
proper constitution and we hold three meetings a year as a Trustees’ Committee.
Our purpose is to manage and promote the Community Centre for the benefit of the
residents of Winthorpe, Langford and Holme.
Our constitution allows for 7 Appointed Trustees on this committee who come from
the various groups that operate in the village and we currently have 4 vacancies for
Appointed Trustees.
If you belong to a group who is a regular user of the Community Centre or who meet
elsewhere in the village, the Trustees would like to offer you the opportunity to
appoint a Trustee. Being a Trustee is not onerous, but it will give you the
opportunity to represent your group or club and to have a say in how the Community
Centre is run.

If this is of interest to you, please do contact me.
Peter Bateson
Chairman of Trustees
Winthorpe Community Centre Charity
Xpb5@aol.com

Winthorpe Festival
Scarecrow
Competition 2019
The Festival, on Saturday 29th June will include the
Scarecrow Competition again this year. There isn’t a
theme so entries can who or whatever you want them to
be, as long as it’s a scarecrow! We are hoping that more
individuals/families/groups will take part this year, it’s a
fun activity, so get your thinking caps on!
Entry will be open to anyone at a cost of £2, also group
entries. The forms plus remittance must be in by
Wednesday 26th June to one of the two addresses
below.
Application forms will be available at Winthorpe Primary
School and from the beginning of June, they will also be
available at The Lord Nelson; the bus shelter at the pub;
from Sue Masheder at 7 Gainsborough Road and Tish
Applewhite at 76 Gainsborough Road.
Villagers can display their scarecrow in their front
garden, the week beginning 24th June. Those living
outside the village can display them at
school. Judging will then take place, with
the winner announced
at
the
Summer
Festival on Saturday
29th June, and prizes
awarded!
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COLLINGHAM RAMBLERS WALKS FOR JUNE
Sunday
2nd Kirklington/Maythorpe 7 Miles
Sunday
16th Kinoulton/ Hickling
7.5 Miles
Wednesday 19th Rolleston/Morton/Fiskerton
5 Miles

NEW WALKERS ALWAYS WELCOME
If you would like to join us on any of these walks please
contact NINA WARD on
collinghamramblersnottswalks@gmail.com or 01636
678419 for more information and specific walk details.
Come along and join this friendly group!
We provide an excellent variety of walks in
Nottinghamshire and adjacent counties. Most Sunday
walks are between 6 and 8 miles (some may have a
shorter option). Wednesday walks are usually about four
miles with an optional pub lunch.
Walkers should provide snacks, drinks and packed
lunches if appropriate.
Suitable footwear and
waterproofs are necessary.
Nina Ward
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GIANT SUNFLOWER COMPETITION
How are your sunflowers
doing? They have been
growing for about six weeks
now, by the time Focal Point
pops through your letterbox.
Your plants can go outside this
month, if you haven’t already
moved them. They can go
directly into the ground if you
have space, or large garden
tubs if not – remember that
they will probably stop growing
for a short time when you repot or plant them out, so don’t
worry if they don’t seem to be
doing much!
Don’t forget to keep watering your young plants –
hopefully we will get some nice sunny weather and your
plants will be thirsty.
It’s also worth tying the young plants gently but securely
to plant stakes or canes to protect them on windy days
and keep them growing straight – remember that every
centimetre counts if you want to be our winner!
We’d love to see how you’re getting on – you can send
photos to:
winthorpesunflower@hotmail.co.uk
Liz & Charlie Ferreira
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WINTHORPE GARDENING CLUB
Our guest speaker for the May’s meeting was Tracy Akehurst with
her talk and slide show on the history of chocolate.
Many years ago the Aztecs found that the beans from the cocoa
tree, Theobroma cacao, when crushed and made into a paste
formed a delicious drink. This was not like our hot chocolate that
we have today. The creation of the modern chocolate bar is due to
the work of Joseph Fry of York in 1847. This bar became known
as Frys Chocolate Cream. A few years later Cadburys developed
their own brand of milk chocolate.
Chocolate pieces were passed round. These were quite dark
chocolate but had some sweetness when eaten after trying 100%
cocoa.
This was an enjoyable and tasteful evening.
Programme for the season.
June 19th. Two-day trip to Ascott House, Gardens & Sissinghurst,
both N.T.
Meal on the way home. Coach leaves at 8.30am.
July 17th. Evening visit to Honeytrees Tropical Garden,
Bottesford. Cars leave Lord Nelson at 5.50pm.
Sept 18th. Ramblers & Scramblers.
By Stuart Dixon.
Oct 16th. Whisby Nature Park.
By Phil Porter.
Nov 20th. Flower Arranging.
By Jan Thompson & Susie Conning.
Jan 15th. Social Evening.
Feb 19th. Our Travels in Namibia.
By Angela Plumb.
Mar 18th. TBA.
Apr 15th. AGM & Plant Sale.
May 20th. People, Plants, Passion and Pleasure.
By Don Witton.
Pat Finn.
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The Photographic Challenge
The World Around Us (the small things)
It’s that time of year again where we need to start thinking about the
Winthorpe photographic challenge to be held at the Winthorpe Village
Festival on the 29th June.
Les and I had our usual brainstorming session to think of ideas for a
theme, we ended up discussing Brexit and the state of the world in
general. This got me thinking that in these uncertain times we could
perhaps focus on the small things that make us feel good. For me that’s
the birds in my garden; what is it for you?
Entering the challenge couldn’t be easier, take
out your phone or camera and snap to your
hearts content, this can be anything that makes
you feel good, for example a landscape, your pet
or a family member.
Have the photograph printed, this can be any
size and shape.
Put your name and address onto the back of the print and bring it to the
festival nice and early or alternatively deliver to myself or Les.
The competition will be judged blind by the general public. We will have a
small prize for the winner but more importantly you will get the bragging
rights of the village. Amanda Ramsay and Les Murray
100 CLUB

We now have 71 member of the 100 club and we are still aiming to reach
100. If you haven't yet got your tickets all you need to do is sign a membership
form and Standing Order mandate for £2.00 a month. These are available from
Duncan Richardson.
Please contact Duncan on 01636 651605 or email duncrichardson@sky.com.
For further details see the Community Centre website.

JOIN OUR 100 CLUB TODAY AND YOU COULD BE A WINNER
Winners for April

Winners for May

F Wright - £42.60

David Barthorpe £42.60

D Rowland - £21.30

S Regent - £21.30

T Smart - £7.10

Barbara Finn - £7.10
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REFLECTIONS FOR JUNE 2019
Dear Friends,
So what happens next?
We’ve celebrated Easter and the May
celebrations, this month the year turns to summer and we’re half way
through! We look forward to Hymns and Pimms in South Clifton, a
strawberry tea in Besthorpe and a summer festival in Winthorpe, but then
what?
So what happens next? I guess that’s what the first followers of Jesus
were asking, after they’d got over the fantastic shock and joyful
acceptance that Jesus was alive. They could never have guessed what
was to come next.
We’re told that Jesus gave them instructions before he left their sight. He
told them to wait for the gift of Holy Spirit, God in us, and then to go into
all the world to tell everyone what had happened.
They did wait and they got another big surprise when that gift arrived.
Holy Spirit gave them courage and power and gifts of communication, so
straight away they came out of hiding and began telling other people
about Jesus. Life would never be the same again.
We celebrate these events on Thursday May 30th, 7:30pm at Girton
Church; this is Ascension Day, and Sunday June 9th at Girton,
Winthorpe, Clifton and St John’s Collingham (see the church timetable for
times); this is Pentecost or Whit Sunday.
One of the big messages of this time is that church is for everyone, so do
come along.
Those first followers of Jesus were told to wait and pray and we’re going
to be doing some of that as well. We’ve got copies of booklets in all our
churches which will help you pray, so pick one up in church or let me
know if you’d like one.
Also, for a few days, we’ve got extra services at All Saints Collingham.
There will be an early morning, very short Holy Communion service at
6:30am. So, if you’re on your way to work or school, or you’re out for a
run, walking the dog or you suffer from insomnia, do come along (well
behaved dogs welcome!)
Church will be open for this service on these days: May 30th, May 31st,
June 1st, June 3rd, June 4th, June 5th, June 6th and June 7th.
There will be a short service of evening prayer on these days: June 1st,
June 2nd, June 3rd, June 4th, June 5th and June 6th.
Remember that our churches are open at different times every week for
private prayer, so please watch out for those times.
Looking forward to seeing you in June,
God bless you,
Revd Mandy.
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WINTHORPE & DISTRICT W.I

Our May meeting was “Resolutions”. David Wright of Wrights
Coaches was invited to give a talk on the Decline of Rural bus
services. To help the evening along, we had a glass of wine or
two and nibbles.

Our second discussion was “Don’t Fear the Smear”. We also
had a question and answer session. If any of you saw “The All
New Monty” on Monday and Tuesday of last week, where it
highlighted the importance of getting yourself checked. The W.I.
“ Don’t Fear the Smear” Resolution also highlighted the same
facts.
We also had a sale/swap shop table.
welcomed a new member.

It was with pleasure we

Our June 13th meeting in the Village Hall is “Seated Yoga” a
toning up taster session for the summer.
Hostesses for the
evening are Mary Harrop, Stella Hopewell, Barbara Nelson and
Susie Conning.
One of our members has kindly offered her garden for our July
celebrations of summer.
Yes, we will again be having wine,
strawberries and cream. A great social evening!
We hope that the Post office and coffee morning will be able to
return on Thursday 16th May, following considerable damage to
the Community Hall. As they say “watch this space”.”
Virginia Seager, President”
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NEWARK FOODBANK
As some of you will know, I have taken over Winthorpe’s collection
for Newark Foodbank from Annie Purday due to her and Nick
leaving the area. I am writing to thank you for the continuing
generosity of Winthorpe people. This enabled us to recently deliver
37.9kg of donations, which I believe is a record or thereabouts.
Thank you. Just to refresh everyone’s memory, the collection
points in the village are:
The Village Hall – Tuesday 7:00pm - 9:00pm; Wednesday
10:00am - 2:30pm; Thursday 10:00am - 12:00noon and 1:3pm 3:30pm; Friday 9:5am - 12:15pm and 1:30pm - 3:30pm; the first
Saturday of the month 10am-12noon
Winthorpe church on Sundays when there are services on and
during “Open church” Thursday 2:00pm - 4:00pm
At the Lunch Club held at the Community Centre on the first
Monday of the month.,
Additionally, contributions may be left at my house, 11
Gainsborough Road, Winthorpe. Also, as I walk around the village
most days, I would be happy to collect contributions from your
home. My ‘phone number is 650801.
Thank you.
Jane White
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THE LORD NELSON
01636 707705

Dear Folks,
We hope you're reading
this amidst glorious June
sunshine.
Our annual Duck Race and Fundraiser, held on May Bank Holiday
Monday, raised a good sum for our Reach. We were delighted to
support this amazing organisation as our chosen charity.
June is a magical month for us as we host "Winfest", our third
bespoke ale and music festival, the magic starts a day earlier this
year with our chilled out pre party on Friday 21st June and then on
Saturday 22nd June We'll be offering selection of food and super
ales to go alongside our bands.
And don't forget to buy your Gin Tasting event tickets for Thursday
11th July, hosted by the redoubtable Ann et Vin - tickets available
from the bar.
We would love to hear what other events you would like us to hold.
FYI, we've pushed back our fundraising auction for the Bomber
County Gateway Trust until later in the year.
We look forward to welcoming you soon.
Best wishes,
Oli, Em, Martyn and Chef David
The Lord Nelson Directors
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WINTHORPE WITH LANGFORD PARISH COUNCIL
On Thursday 16th May 2019, the Parish Council held its Annual Parish
meeting followed by the Monthly Parish Council meeting in the village
hall.
The Council unanimously voted for Lee Cammack to continue as
Council Chairman with Bob Allen continuing as Vice – Chairman.
The Chairman thanked the Parish Council, its Clerk and Councillor
Dobson for the valuable support given to him this year.

As stated in last month’s edition of Focal Point, following the recent
Parish Council elections, there was a vacancy for three Councillors in
the Winthorpe Ward. I am delighted to say that we received five
applications and Mark Kneen, Bob McClymont and Paul Smith have
been co-opted on to the Parish Council for the next four years.
The Council have been notified by N.S.D.C Planning Enforcement
Officer that the two appeals lodged against the planning Enforcement
Notices issued relating to the caravan site adjacent to the A1 have been
dismissed by the Planning Inspectorate, and both Notices upheld
subject to slight revisions.
The period for compliance with the Notices require, broadly, the
unauthorised use of the land for residential occupation in caravans to
cease within 6 months of the 29th April 2019; and for all hard standing
and structures to be removed within 9 months.
N.S.D.C will continue to monitor the situation and take appropriate steps
to ensure compliance with the Inspectors decision.
The Council were also notified by the Information Commissioners Office
that the Parish Council was not in breach of its duties regarding the
information it supplied to a village resident regarding the tenancy
agreement between the Parish Council and the Allotment Association.
The ICO viewed that the Council had provided all the required
information to the resident concerned and the Council needed to take no
further action in this matter.
Mrs Sally Sillery – Parish Clerk
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News from Langford Lowfields
June 2019
Sightings at Langford Lowfields

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We have had a range of unusual sightings at Langford since the
last newsletter, including:
Whitestalk
Short-eared owl
34 avocets – the highest number ever counted in
Nottinghamshire
A pair of otters seen end April from the boardwalk
Pectoral sandpiper - an American species of wading bird so this
is well off course and only the second one we have had a
Langford
Garganey (duck species)
7 little gulls
Lots of arctic terns which fly from the arctic to Antarctic and vice
versa
Kittiwake
During a recent rainstorm we had a big fall of wading birds – 180
dunlin, the most ever counted at Langford
50+ ring plovers - again the highest number at Langford
Knot – this bird digests its own internal organs to get extra
energy for their long migration as they fly very long distances
2 sanderlings hanging out on the sand
Little stint
And in the last couple of days 11 hobby’s counted - highest ever
number counted at Langford.

Avocet group taken by Stuart Carlton, 2019

Short-eared owl
taken by Stuart
Carlton, 2019
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News from Langford Lowfields
June 2019
Car Parking at Cottage Lane, Langford Lowfields

From summer 2019, car parking charges will be introduced at Langford
Lowfields for non-RSPB members (members are free as are blue badge
holders). These will be as follows:
Up to 2 hours - £1.00 Over 2 hours - £2.00
As a charity, we must maximise our opportunities to raise income
wherever possible. This allows us to financially support our charitable
purpose of conserving wildlife and habitats, while maintaining our visitor
facilities and providing excellent, inspiring experiences for our visitors.
It is customary for organisations such as ours to charge for car parking,
and there are many RSPB reserves throughout the country with a car
parking charge or entry fees. We compared our situation with other local
and national providers and believe that our charges are reasonable.
The income generated through car parking charges contributes to the ongoing
cost of running the facilities that visitors use at Langford (including the car park,
trails and picnic areas). The car parking fee includes reserve entry for all those
arriving by car and use of all visitor facilities. It also helps to support the vital
conservation work we carry out here to help wildlife.
Work Party News
The work parties have recently been:
Building lots of bat boxes to go up in the woodland. The site team have been
working with Nottinghamshire bat group who have found a species of bat
that hadn’t been found here previously (nathusius pipestrelle).
Putting up lots of protective fencing around the reed planted on the new phase 3
area to protect the delicious new reed shoots from greylag geese.
Upgrading the pond dipping station which is due to be put in place for the school
summer holidays.
Building lots of fish shelters by creating big bundles of willow which are thrown
into the deep water area to provide hiding places for small fish.
Dawn Chorus Guided Walk – May 2019
The recent Dawn Chorus guided walk took place and went very well. The
highlights of what the group saw include 9 different species of warblers, lots of
avocets, 2 bitterns booming, hobby, and common sandpiper. The day started
really misty, which meant more listening to bird song rather than being able to
see the birds. However towards the end of walk the mist had cleared and
everyone got some beautiful sunlit views across the landscape of Langford
where they were able to see swift and sand martins flying overhead.
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News from Langford Lowfields
June 2019
Bird boxes & refreshments
We continue to offer birdboxes for a donation of £10. There are still opportunities to volunteer with us, on the Beach Hut, in a meet and greet role. Get in
touch if you feel you could offer a few hours a week for this – 01636 893611.
Limited food and drink is available on site – see the volunteer at the Beach Hut!
Guided Walk – July 2019
Our next guided walk is Butterflies and Wildflowers, taking place on Saturday 6
July 2019 10am-1pm, meet at Cottage Lane Car Park. This is a great walk and
was very popular last year. A staff member of the RSPB who is a wildflower
enthusiast joins our Site Manager for a tour of Langford. Please call us on
01636 893611 to book a place. Prices are: Adult Non Member £10.00; Adult
Member £8.00 / Child Non Member £5.00; Child Member £4.00.
Wider RSPB News: Pin Badge boxes
Our community fundraising volunteers are the local face of the RSPB. Last year,
in the Midlands, the team raised an incredible £101,000 in donations from our
pin badge and collection boxes, and almost £1.3 million nationally. Could you
help us raise even more for nature?
The Community Fundraiser Volunteer role is suitable for those with little expendable time but a passion to do their bit for wildlife. We will support you to place 1
or more pin badge boxes in your local area, the donations from your boxes will
need banking every 4-6 weeks, and the pin badges will need topping up. You
will then report the income on our user friendly online system and place an order
for any additional stock you may need. This can all be done in a time to suit your
other commitments. Simple!
If you are interested in finding out more about the role get in touch with Harriet
Dufficy, Community Fundraising Officer, harriet.dufficy@rspb.org.uk

19

20

Greetings from Farnsfield!
Nick and Annie are pleased to report that they are settling in well
to life in Farnsfield. We are certainly not straight but making good
progress!
We miss all our friends in Winthorpe and would like to say thank
you to you all for your lovely cards and good wishes.
Nick and Annie

THE EXCHANGE
I am pleased to say that “The Exchange” is now open! As
previously stated, The old BT telephone box on Gainsborough
road has been converted into a book exchange, thanks to a
donation from The Charity if Thomas Brewer.
Please use the Exchange to swap any books that you have and
there is also a notice board for residents to advertise items for
sale/exchange or business cards etc

Peter Bateson

POST OFFICE
Please note that hopefully the post office will resume in
The Community Centre on 6th June 2019
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ALL SAINTS
WINTHORPE
CHURCH NOTICES
We welcomed Oliver White into the church early last month and ended it with
more celebrations with our first wedding of the year.
It is so good to be having services back in church again, although, I don’t think
the bees that have been living in one of the walls feel so as they swarmed onto
an outside wall for several days but from there they have moved back into the
air brick – the situation is being monitored!
We were all very sad to hear of the mindless vandalism that struck the CC in
May and hope the perpetrators are quickly brought to justice. The CC will be
very much in the centre of things at the Village Festival to be held on the 29th
June. The church will again be running a Tombola stall and if you would like to
contribute any items for this please do pass them on to John Nelson
(Woodlands), Joan Lord( Gainsborough Rd), Sandra Cobb (Pocklington),
Christine Hasman (The Spinney) or myself. Any item will be very much
appreciated.
More sad news to report of two past village residents and former
Churchwarden/Secretary, Ann and Alan Stone, who are now being cared for in
Somerset near to their son. Alan is now very ill and we remember them both in
our prayers as a couple who did so much for All Saints in the Village.
We also pray for other villagers who are ill or hospitalised at this time.
See you at the Festival!
Tish Applewhite, Churchwarden (643763)
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Church Services for May 2019

Sunday 2nd
(7th of Easter)

9:00am

Holy Communion

Holme

Sunday 9th
(Pentecost)

10:30am Holy Communion

Winthorpe

Sunday 16th
(Trinity)

10:15am Morning Worship

Winthorpe

Sunday 23rd
(1st after Trinity) 9:00am Morning Worship

Langford

The Church Bells may be rung
for any of the Winthorpe services
Church Cleaners

Mr B and Mrs D McClymont

Brasses

Miss P Applewhite
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JUNE CALENDAR
Mon

3rd

Mon
Mon
Wed

10th
17th
19th

Thu

20th

Fri
Sat
Mon
Sat

21st
22nd
24th
29th

Green and Brown Bins
June Lunch Club
12:30pm Community Centre
Silver Bin
Green and Brown Bins
Gardening Club Two-day trip to Ascott
House, Gardens & Sissinghurst,
Parish Council Meeting
7:00 pm Village Hall
Winfest @ Lord Nelson
Winfest @ Lord Nelson
Silver Bin
Winthorpe Summer Festival
1:00pm - 5:00pm
Community Centre

JULY
Mon

1st

July Lunch Club
12:30pm Community Centre

NB BIN COLLECTIONS IN HOLME VILLAGE ON FRIDAYS
Village organisations and local bodies – if at any time you would like to
get in touch with a village contact, why not try the village website
www.winthorpe.org.uk

