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Ed’s Comments
This edition of Focal Point is certainly a joint effort. Nick and I have been very
well supported by Cliff – a big thank you Cliff! He insists we write Ed’s
Comments this month. We’ll get our own back in November I expect!
Our first joint comment must be an apology to Audrey Craven who sent us her
letter last month. It got missed somehow but is included in this edition.
Sorry Audrey!
I have heard this year described as a “Mast Year”. I puzzled for a few
moments as to the meaning of the term, then thought about the thick carpet of
beech mast under our copper beach tree and the bumper harvest everyone is
having in their gardens and allotments and understood. What an amazing
summer we have had.
I went to London to do Granny duty for the last few days of the school holidays
and as I left the bustle of the city behind and travelled north by train I relaxed
into the peaceful late summer scenery. I caught the bus from Northgate to
Winthorpe and breathed the lovely fresh air as I got off, thinking what an
attractive, friendly place Winthorpe is in which to live. These feelings were
compounded by the exciting warden led RSPB walk I did round Langford
Lowfields on Sunday morning and the warm welcome Nick and I received
when we went as visitors to the WI meeting on Thursday to hear the excellent
talk on bees.
Lots of things have happened in the village in September; the Beating of the
Bounds, the beginning of the new school year, various activities and societies
starting up again after the summer break and the Village Holiday. As I write
this I hope reports come in telling us how all these events have gone. Do please
write to us with your reports, comments and queries and thank you so much to
all those who regularly do this. We can’t manage without you. Keep up the
good work!

Annie Purday
Closing date for the November edition is
Friday 18th September
Deliver to Annie and Nick 18, Hargon Lane
Email: nickwynne@virginmedia.com

TUESDAY CLUB
Both meetings in October will be in the Village Hall
Tuesday, 8th October. Morning Coffee, 10.30am.
Tuesday, 22nd October. 2.30pm. An informal talk by
one of our members.
Jean Foden

LUNCH CLUB
The next lunch will be at 12.30pm on Monday, 7th October.
The menu will be:
Sausage & Mash with Onion Gravy
or
Tuna & Pasta Bake
with
Seasonal Vegetables
-xBlackberry & Apple Crumble with Custard
£8 including a glass of wine. Contact Jean & Peter Foden (704241) to
reserve your place and give your choice of menu. Please remember the
places are limited and make contact as soon as possible.
The following Lunch will be on Monday, 4th November.
Peter Foden 704241

W.I. Report for Thursday,
12th September 2013 Meeting

Not only was it back to school time, it was also back to W.I. after our summer
break.
Due to the holiday season, attendance was smaller than usual. However, the
shortfall was more than compensated by five visitors; Julie Hill, Christine
Pattinson, Chris Randall and the new editors of the Focal Point, Annie Purday
and Nick Wynne, they were all very welcome.
The subject of this month's meeting was 'Bees' and the speaker Chris Edge, an
amateur bee-keeper gave a very interesting and fascinating insight into the
“World of Bees”. He brought along a selection of hives and the sort of
equipment he uses when working with the bees. One of the hives was an
observation hive which contained a colony, together with the Queen Bee. The
Queen Bee was easy to identify as she had a white spot on her back, marked by
Chris himself. Chris explained the fertilization of the Queen Bee, also droning
- which involves the non-working males of the honey bee, and swarming - a
cluster of bees leaving the hive with a Queen to establish a new colony.
At the end of the evening members were able to
purchase jars of 'Three Counties' honey which is
produced by Chris. By the amount of questions asked,
the members’ interest in bees had apparently been
stimulated.
The vote of thanks was given by Rose Dickinson.
October's Meeting is Wet Felt Making, so come along and have a go, or have
fun watching if you do not wish to participate.
The hostesses will be Dys Gold, Barbara Nelson and Liz Wilson.
MATTHEW for all your gardening work
Tel: 07977095688
Highly qualified
Level NVQ1 in Amenity Horticulture
NPTC

Level 2 Diploma in Work Based Horticulture

GIANT SUNFLOWER COMPETITION
Ethan Jack Olivia B
There are few plants that can carry an adult back to their childhood – but
sunflowers do that. Towering in stature and overflowing with personality, its
fabulously positive blooms charms all those who see it in our gardens. There
have been many sunflowers growing in children’s gardens this year as the
weather has been very good for them.
The winner of the 2013 Giant Sunflower
Competition was 6 years old Kenya HolmesMorgan with a height of 3mtrs 58cms. (11ft.
9ins.) On Thursday the 20th September,
Kenya, a pupil at Winthorpe Primary School,
was presented with a framed certificate to
record her achievement, a First place card, a
sunflower bookmark and a gift voucher.
The record set in 1999 by Jon Higgins of
Langford with a height of 4mtrs. 48cms.
(14ft. 6ins.) still stands.
Second was 9 years old Gracie Palmer with
3mtrs. 54cms.
Third was 7 years old Danny Davis with
3mtrs. 41cms.
Gracie and Danny were awarded Second
and Third place cards and sunflower bookmarks respectively.
The following were each awarded an Award of Merit card and a sunflower
bookmark.
Ethan Mason 3mtrs 5cms; Sophie Osborn 3mtrs 5cms; Chloe Allman-Wright
3mtrs 2cms; William Richardson 3mtrs; Evie Smith 2mtrs 90cm; Lily
Smith 2mtrs 90cm; Florence Baker-Smith 2mtrs 76cms. Callum Jump 2mtrs
54cms; Zack Ferreira 2mtrs 52cms; Ella Rippon 2mtrs 47cms; Katie Watt 2mtrs
41cms; William Hosking 2mtrs 37cms; Imogen Loach-Martin 2mtrs 34cms;
Phoebe Loach-Martin 2mtrs 34cms; Teddy Adams 2mtrs 29cms; George
Adams 2mtrs 28cms; Anna Clarke 2mtrs 21cms; Ella Mae Boland 2mtrs 18 cm;
Lily Threapleton 2mtrs 18cms; Nancy Threapleton 2mtrs 18cms; Katie Lifton
2mtrs 14cms; Jacob Adams 2mtrs 10cms; Wilfred Baker-Smith 2mtrs 4cms;

Sophie Hobby 1mtr 93cms; Jorja Keyworth 1mtr 88cms; Jasmin Sleight 1mtr
84cms; Hannah Blundy 1mtr 82cms; Thomas Blundy 1mtr 80cms; Eleni Chivers
1mtr 68cms; Imogen Wheeler 1mtr 68cms; Jasmine Keyworth 1mtr 65cms;
Lucca Davies 1mtr 64cms; Jaden Wheeler 1mtr 63cms; Luke Arthur 1mtr
60cms; Emma Arthur 1mtr 50cms; Lizzie Clarke 1mtr 42cms.
The teaching staff also joined in the fun and each received an Award of Merit
card and a sunflower bookmark.
Former Head teacher, Mr. J. Macintyre 2mtrs 95cms; Mrs. D. Docherty 3mtrs.
5cms; Mrs. M. Allwood 2mtrs; 80cms; Miss N. Litowczyk 2mtrs 59cms; Mrs. S.
Green 2mtrs. 50cms; Miss M. Blake 2mtrs 31cms.
Well done everyone.
Thank you all for entering the competition. I hoped you enjoyed growing
those giant yellow daisies.
Many thanks to your teachers, parents, in some cases grandparents, for the
help and encouragement they have given to you. It is often difficult to keep
children’s interest going over a 20-week growing period.
I have enjoyed running this competition and the kind reception which I always
receive on visiting this school.
Finally, thanks to the new Head Teacher Miss C. Ementon for her co-operation
in having the presentation at her school, and Cliff, who once again kindly took
the photographs.
Pat Finn.
Footnote.
This is my last presentation of the Giant Sunflower Competition. The last 19
years has been a most enjoyable part of my life.
The competition will continue, I am pleased to say, under the guidance of
husband and wife Charlie and Liz Ferreira. I wish them the best of luck and I
hope they have the same enjoyment and satisfaction as I have had.
Many people have helped me along the way; I now wish to thank them.
Head teachers: Mike Ball, Paul Nolan, Gary Walker, Jamie Macintyre and
Caron Edmenton for allowing me to have the presentations at their school.
Photographers: the late Peter Milroy, Alison Smith and Cliff Newbold who
kindly took photographs of the presentations.
Focal Point Editors: the late Peter Milroy and Cliff Newbold who kindly printed
my sunflower write-ups.
Barbara: my wife for her support.
And last of all, the children who entered the sunflower competitions. Without
their support there wouldn’t have been any competitions. From the many
complementary comments I have received from you, I thank you.

THANK YOU.
Jean & I would like to say how grateful we were for all the cards, good
wishes and offers of help when I had my recent operation. After a longer
than anticipated stay in hospital I am now feeling fine.
We also appreciate the helpers who took on
extra jobs at the last Lunch Club to cover for
those of us who were absent.
Thank you so much.
Peter & Jean Foden

CHURCH BELLS
Church bells are wonderful things. They are powerfully evocative; of
times of joy and celebration, of times of crisis, as a marker of the regular
passage of time, Sunday by Sunday. Church
bells are more than evocative. For some they
can be beautiful, for others a complete
mystery, and for some a source of annoyance!
In Winthorpe we are blessed with a fine set of
bells which are well managed and well rung.
Bell ringing is a seriously fun activity, full of
exercise, and human fellowship, for all ages
working together. It is truly a craft, demanding
precision, timing, listening. Indeed, all the
skills required reflect the skills we all need to
live life successfully, with wonder and joy.
So come and join the team of ringers. Full
coaching will be given. And very soon you’ll
find yourself ringing in celebration of a wedding or marking Sunday
worship.
Very good wishes
The Revd David Yabbacome
Telephone 01636 893248
Mobile 07779 5575421
Email revyabb@gmail.com
A bell's not a bell 'til you ring it,
A song's not a song 'til you sing it,
Love in your heart wasn't put there to stay,
Love isn't love 'til you give it away!

Oscar Hammerstein II

Winthorpe Garden Club
After a summer break, 36 members sat back and
enjoyed a talk by Mrs. Susie Dean, a county organiser
of the Lincolnshire branch of the National Gardens Scheme.
Celebrating its 85th anniversary last year, the National Gardens Scheme
allows private gardeners in England and Wales to open their gardens for
charity. These gardens, along with National Trust Gardens, have to show
for 45 minutes a garden of quality, character and interest. Many of these
gardens provide a plant sale and the welcome cup of tea and cake.
When the scheme started in 1927, 607 gardens opened, last year there
were over 3,700 gardens, all advertised in the National Gardens Scheme
‘Yellow Book.’
The money raised goes to various charities, such as:Marie Curie Cancer Care; Macmillan Cancer Care and Support;
Crossroads Care; Hospices and also to any charity proposed by the
individual owner, of which no more than 20% may be given. Besides
these charitable causes some of the money raised goes to a garden
apprenticeship scheme. Working together with the National Trust the
scheme offers gardeners the opportunity to study for qualifications
leading to a Diploma in Heritage Gardening. In 2012, Lincolnshire
provided 18 young men and women the opportunity of a career in
gardening.
Last year the National Gardens Scheme donated £3m to charities and the
Lincolnshire branch £42,000.
Our next meeting is on the 16th October, the speaker will be Ian Justice,
husband of one of our members, whose subject is
Growing Vegetables, Good Enough to Eat.
Pat Finn.

RSPB Langford Lowfields news
August 2013

We recently hosted a very successful ‘bat and moth night’ here at
Langford Lowfields with 20 species of moth and four bat species
recorded. The wind and rain subsided just in time for dusk and the UK’s
largest bat species – the noctule bat – to come out and begin its nightly
hunt over the reserve. As the bat walk progressed the bat detector also
picked up pipistrelle, daubentons and, finally, brown long-eared bats.
The walk concluded with the moth trapping and species included dusky
thorn, scalloped oak and large wainscot to name but a few.
The continuing warm, sunny weather has been perfect for butterflies
with a recent mass emergence of small tortoiseshell butterflies at the end
of the month. The immigrant clouded yellow butterflies are still around
in record-breaking (for Langford) numbers and there have been sightings
of the elusive Adonis and two-spot ladybirds, both species have not been
recorded here since early spring.
Around the lagoons we have had a nice collection of large gulls
including great and lesser black-backed, both green and common
sandpiper, dunlin and a ruff. There have also been sightings of a female
marsh harrier and two hobbies but, most exciting of all; we have had the
first confirmed sighting of a bittern since March. The woodland has also
offered up excitement with a sparrowhawk chasing a very vocal green
woodpecker, both hurtling in and out of the trees until the sparrowhawk
finally gave up.
The volunteers have been working hard as always, this month they have
been installing the previously prepared floating fish shelters and the
newly propagated reed plants have now been planted out within the
safety of the fenced off areas in phase 2. Their hard work was justly
rewarded by the sighting of a handsome juvenile cuckoo flying
overhead.
Don’t forget you can have special access onto the reserve on one of our
guided walks. The next walk is on Sunday 13th October from 10.00am –
12.30pm. Please book by calling the office on 01636 893611 and
certainly bring good footwear! For further information and regular
updates on our work here at LangfordLowfields, please have a look at
our website at www.rspb.org.uk/langfordlowfields

If you're not online...
You can still tell us what you think by:
Calling our customer service centre on tel: 0300 500 80 80
Completing a comment card at your local library
Completing the freepost form in our Budget Challenge booklet, available in
libraries and other Council buildings
Writing to us at:
FREEPOST
RLUR-UXJJ-ETZZ
Nottinghamshire County Council
County Hall, West Bridgford
Nottingham, NG2 7QP

Village Bonfire
The annual village bonfire will take place
on Saturday 2nd November in the field
behind the school.
Full details will be in the next issue of
Focal Point.

Volunteers are urgently needed to
help with this event.
Please phone Gary Thompson on 01636
686591 or 07950 456255
if you are able to help.

A 46 Closure
Warning
The A 46 will be closed in both directions
between Cattlemarket Roundabout and the southbound entry slip road
from Brough from Monday 30th September for approximately 3 weeks
duration from 8pm to 6am.
Any problems phone daytime: 0844 3728381
Out of hours: 07540 701581

Torksey to Newark in September aboard n.b. Mulberry
Back in August I told you about our trip down to West Stockwith. Today
I thought I should tell you about coming back home. In order to catch the
upward surge of the incoming tide we had to be up at five o'clock and ready
ourselves and our narrow boat, 'Mulberry', for the journey from Torksey to
Newark. We had moored overnight below the lock where the pontoons floated
on the ever changing water level. It was still dark, the early light still only a
promise in the skies east of Torksey. We ate a quick breakfast and then crept
outside to prepare the boat and start the engine. We were aware of others still
sleeping so decided to warm the motor with a gentle ten minute run in the main
stream of the river. The water was already creeping up the muddy banks to
show the tide was coming in.
On our first bend we saw evidence of an early bird fisherman although
he was still asleep in his tent. On round a series of tight bends to Butlers Island
where we could see a sand bar on the right hand side. More fishermen waved to
us and lights came on in houses at Laneham. Here at Laneham two fishermen
were stood thigh-deep in the water.
The wind that had cooled us the day
before was not evident, the sky was
pink with soft puffs of cloud
overhead and the fish were leaping:
all very romantic.
We added more speed, taking us
from the initial gentle 5 kph to seven point five and probably the best we could
hope for on the weak neap tidal flow. However, we were soon out of the hidden
danger zone at Laneham and heading towards Dunham Bridge where we
navigated the left portal. Our map warned us of shoals under the cliff at
Dunham Dubbs and we saw the new reservoir intake just beyond and then on to
Fledborough with another sharp turn and a twist.
The first boat down the river passed us just after eight and thirty minutes
later two cruisers overtook us going towards Cromwell Lock. We were still
managing 6 kph despite the fact that the 'flood' ended just before Carlton and
since then we had been driving against the 'fresh' river water coming
downstream. Our 1.6 litre Izuzu diesel engine pushed us on. At nine o'clock hot
sausage sandwiches and coffee sustained us. A pair of swans showed off their
agility and speed by keeping up with us for a short way and more fishermen
appeared, walking out, pushing their loads of tents, tackle and rods on carts
across the fields and onto the spits of sand that formed on the bends. There are
so many fishermen here that we guess a competition must be underway.
At Collingham Lane End we radioed in to the lock keeper who promised
to ready the Cromwell Lock for us. In the water below Cromwell weir there
was a dredger working hard to clear sand from the river, even on a Sunday

morning. We skirted around the back of the sand barge and used the force of
the weir to push us over and into the lock mouth. Twenty minutes later we
emerged at the top into the relative safety of the river leading us up to
Winthorpe Rack and Nether Lock before Newark and an early lunch.
Lynne Shapley

BOOK CLUB
Do you enjoy reading?
Would you like to share the experience with others?
If so, you may be interested to know we are
hoping to start a book club in Winthorpe
shortly.
No expenses involved, books can be loaned
from the library free of charge.
All we need is an initial meeting to discuss what, where and when,
followed by monthly, enjoyable and interesting discussions and chats
regarding our chosen books.
For further information phone Brenda Lowes 01636 671830

Scrabble Club
Please come and join us on a Friday afternoon
from 2:00 til 4:30pm. All welcome. Don’t
worry about being a bit rusty! 20p for tea and
biscuits.
Please phone Annie or Nick on 658347

Winthorpe General Store
HEALTH LOTTERY now here; available at your local Post Office at
only £1 a go. Come in and set up a regular card or just play a single line,
it’s up to you.

Trading times at your local
Monday – Friday 8 am – 5:30 pm (Lunch12:30 – 1:30)
Saturday 8 am – 12 noon
Sunday 8 am – 11 am
Currently on offer
Free range eggs just 99p for 6
Hubert’s crisp and fruity white wine for £4.99
Tender Rib Eye Steak £3.98 each
New! Special preserves and chutneys from £1.89
AGENTS FOR BALDERTON DRY CLEANERS
NEWSPAPERS AND GROCERY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
Just a mere £10 a week spend keeps your village store safe.
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL. HERE TO SERVE YOU!

As promised in the August issue of Focal Point, the Summer Festival
accounts are as follows:-

Winthorpe Summer Festival Accounts

£100 to Winthorpe Youth Club
£392.68 to Jetna – Riding for the disabled, Swinderby
Sue Masheder

Scouting has
arrived in
Witham St
Hughs…..
Cubs (8 – 10 years) started in September in the School Hall at Witham
St Hughs. If you have children between the ages of 8 and 10 years who
are interested in attending please feel free to call in on Pack Night –
Tuesday 6.30 – 8 pm at Witham St Hughs School or alternatively
contact Sharon on 07903802897 or email
sharon.spencer.desc@gmail.com.
If you have children aged 6 – 8 yrs (Beavers) or 10 – 14 yrs (Scouts)
please register your interest as above, hopefully these sections should be
starting shortly.
Yours in Scouting
Sharon Spencer (Scouter in Charge)
-------------------------------------------Thank you all for your good wishes, cards, gifts and
flowers after my operation on my shoulder
I am sure they have helped me to recover.
I hope it won’t be too long before I’m doing the raffle
again at the Luncheon Club.
Thank you again and best Wishes,
Audrey Craven
Apologies to Audrey for not including this last month. Cliff

Coffee morning in aid of
WORLD CHILD CANCER
To be held at Wanda Payne’s, 19, Hargon Lane on
Monday 4th November from 10:30 to 12:30
£4 for Coffee and Cake
Proceeds are especially going to the children’s hospital
in Ghana where Wanda’s daughter, Margarita, is voluntarily teaching
nurses how to use a new chemotherapy drug.
-------------------------------------------------

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
UPDATE
As reported in the Newsletter issued in July the Bassetlaw and Newark
and Sherwood Neighbourhood Watch Association has ceased to exist.
There are plans to form a Newark & District Association. A preliminary
meeting of Co-ordinators from the area has been held but it will take a
little while before the necessary arrangements can be made.I have
recently registered with the Nottinghamshire Alert scheme operated by
Nottinghamshire Police. This provides frequent information by email on
crime in the area and other matters of general interest. It seems to be
more useful than the old Ringmaster system that no longer exists for our
area.If you would like to receive copies of relevant information please
send your email address to peterfoden@btinternet.com and I will forward
it to you as I receive it. Alternatively you can register with the scheme at
https://www.nottinghamshirealert.co.uk/ to receive the information direct.
For those who do not use the internet I will put copies of the information
on the notice board near the Post Office.
Peter Foden, Central Co-ordinator, 704241

ALL SAINTS WINTHORPE
CHURCH NOTICES

Hi there
Just after the closing date for submissions for September Focal Point on 23
August 2013 Hayley & Samuel Bunch were married. We extend our love and
good wishes for a long and happy married life
Peter Foden has had a rough time health wise, but I am so pleased to note he is
up and about and on the mend.
On Sunday 15 September Albert Dennis Salmon was baptised and we welcome
him into the family of Christ. Our best wishes go out to him and his family and
supporters.
What about Beating the Bounds? It was a truly wonderful day – at Winthorpe
breakfast was again highly spoken of – well done Sharon, Joan & Sylvia with
their band of helpers Harry, Anna, Amy, Rebecca & Liam – it was nice to see
youngsters helping!
This year All Saints have taken part in “Ride & Stride” thanks to Steve Lord.
Remembrance Day will soon be here, we are all prepared. If you have a
veteran friend or relation who has died and you would like them adding to the
Veterans list let me have their name, service and / or regiment to 703271.
Sadly we are experiencing a small problem in the Garden of Remembrance
where the cremated ashes are laid. I’ve had a complaint that the walk ways at
the top and bottom of the plaques are being obstructed by flower receptacles.
Could I please ask that you consider others and keep the walk way clear?
We’ve spoken to a few people and they have kindly obliged – please can you
all.
Lastly, a special thank you to David Woodcock for keeping the edge of the
path all nice and tidy!
Keith Lloyd
On behalf of the PCC
(Still in my fireside chair but much better thank you)
Church Cleaners Oct 25th Mrs Foden and Mrs Lloyd
Brass Cleaners Mrs Aldridge and Mrs McClymont

CHURCH SERVICES FOR OCTOBER:

Sunday 6th 9.00 am
(19th after Trinity)

Holy Communion

Holme

13th 10.15 am
Holy Communion
Winthorpe
6.00 pm
Harvest Festival
Holme
(20th after Trinity)
Sunday

Thursday 17th 10.00 am

Holy Communion BCP

Sunday 20th 10.15 am
(21st after Trinity)

Harvest Festival

Winthorpe

Sunday 27th

Morning Worship
Evensong

Holme
Winthorpe

10.15 am
5.00 pm
(Last Sunday after Trinity)

Winthorpe

The Church Bells will be rung on:Sunday 13th, 20th, 27th.
Please note the bells will also be rung on
Thursday evenings for practice between 7 pm and 9 pm.
CHURCH FLOWER LADIES
The 20 October 2013 is our Harvest Festival. The church will be open from
2pm to receive your harvest arrangements. Thank you all for your time and
effort, it is really appreciated.
If you are unable to attend please ring Sylvia Lloyd on 703271.

OCTOBER CALENDAR
Sunday 6th
Monday 7th

Tuesday 8th
Thursday 10th
Monday 14th
Wednesday 16th
Thursday 17th
Sunday 20th
Monday 21st
Tuesday 22nd
Saturday 26th
Monday 28th
November
Saturday 2nd
Monday 4th

Antiques Fair 9am to 5pm Com. Centre
Lunch Club 12:30pm – Com. Centre
Silver Bin
Library Van
Tuesday Club - Coffee Morning 10:30am V.H.
W.I. meeting 7:30pm Village Hall
Green Bin
Garden Club 7:30pm Com. Centre
Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 7:30
Harvest Festival 10:15 Winthorpe
Silver Bin
Tuesday Club 2:30 Informal Talk V.H.
CLOCKS BACK AN HOUR TONIGHT!!
Library Van
Green Bin
Village Bonfire
Lunch Club

Village organisations and local bodies – if at any time you would like to
get in touch with a village contact, why not try the village website.
www.winthorpe.org.uk

Winthorpe Air Museum
5th October 2013 – Day/Night Photo Shoot
12th October – Indoor Aeroboot/Aerojumble Aviation Sale
more details at www.newarkairmuseum.org

