
 



  

 

Home Tuition in 
Winthorpe 

Experienced teacher,  
private tutor and GCSE examiner 

 
Up to GCSE and A’ Level:  

English Language & Literature 
Up to GCSE: French, History, R.E. 
Contact Julie Hill: 01636 676079  

email: julie@readingrefinery.co.uk 
DBS Certificate  
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Thank you to all our advertisers, new and old 
 
It’s great to have new advertisers on board – 
thank you. And for all our long-standing 
advertisers, a big thank you.  
 
By advertising in Focal Point, and reaching out to 
the local community, you are part of a fantastic 
team of people, who are working for the benefit 
of everyone in Winthorpe, Langford and Holme. 
Without the income generated from your 
adverts, Focal Point could not survive and the 
villagers would lose a valuable resource. 
 
If you are involved in a local business or 
enterprise, please consider placing an advert in 
Focal Point – even if you aren’t looking to 
increase your business. Simply look upon it as a 
contribution to your community.  
 
If you value your community, support local 
businesses who advertise in Focal Point. Let’s 
help each other. 

Focal 

Point 
 

Advertise 

with your 

local 

magazine 

 

Shop Local 

 

Support a 

local business 

 

Reduce your 

carbon 

footprint 

 



The end of October always marks a change in the year – clocks go back from 

British Summertime to GMT; days begin to shorten at alarming speed; the 

golden colours of autumn give way to grey, as the leaves fall and trees look 

bare and stark. And yet there is beauty in every season if we look for it, even 

if the wind blows cold and rain lashes down, as it has been doing this past 

week (as I write) along with the occasional spectacular thunderstorm. 

 

I’m spending my weeekend in North Norfolk, having a wonderful break by the 

sea. Even though the weather may be ‘unsettled’, everyone who was out and 

about in Sheringham today seemed cheerful and glad to be there. We took a 

ride on the North Norfolk Steam Railway; we walked along the seafront and 

ate chips from the paper; we drank coffee in a small café, with steamed up 

windows, wet coats and a few damp dogs and their owners. The rain was 

‘persistent’ but no one was miserable or complaining. I really love that 

undaunted spirit and enjoyment of simple pleasures. 

 

I know that there will be events planned between now and Christmas in our 

three villages. Whilst it may seem a long way off, Focal Point has to adhere to 

deadlines so that we can get the magazine to the printers and back, then 

distributed to your door. So, if you would like Focal Point to feature any 

event that will be happening before December 31st , please ensure that you 

submit your article to the editor by 18th November.  

 

Change of Deadline for December: to enable the printers to publish Focal 
Point before they close for the Christmas holidays, please ensure that all 
articles etc for the January edition are submitted to the editor no later than 
12th December.  

Julie Hill (01636 676079) 

 

NEXT MONTH’S DEADLINE IS 18TH NOVEMBER 

winthorpefocalpoint@outlook.com 
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November Calendar 

 

When What Where 

Tue 1st  All Saints’ Day  

Fri            4th    Green bin L’ford/Holme 

Sat           5th  Guy Fawkes’ Night / Bonfire Night  

Mon        7th  Silver bin Winthorpe 

Wed        9th  Yoga & Mindfulness Class Winthorpe 

Wed        9th   W.I. Meeting Winthorpe 

Fri          11th  Armistice Day  

Fri          11th  Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

Sat         12th  National Highways community 
engagement event 

Winthorpe 

Sun        13th  Remembrance Sunday  

Mon      14th   Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      14th  Brown bin All 

Mon      14th    Mobile Library All 

Wed      16th  Garden Club Meeting Winthorpe 

Thur      17th  Parish Council Meeting Winthorpe  

Fri          18th    Green bin L’ford/ Holme 

Mon      21st    Silver bin Winthorpe 

Wed      23rd  Think Again community presentation 
and discussion 

Winthorpe 

Fri          25th  Silver bin L’ford/ Holme 

   

Mon      28th  Green bin Winthorpe 

Mon      28th   Brown bin All 



 



 

MEMORIES OF QUEEN ELIZABETH 
Whilst I was never lucky enough to meet the late Queen, I have seen her 
three times, each time purely by accident. In the late 60's I lived in 
London.  My American friend had flown over for her first visit to England and 
on that particular day we planned to see the changing of the guard.  When 
we arrived outside Buckingham Palace, there were throngs of people and the 
changing of the guard had been cancelled.  Some dignitary was paying a state 
visit and, to make up for what we had missed, we saw the whole of the Royal 
Family. 
 
Whilst in London I often used to walk back to my digs – an interesting walk 
which took me from Westminster, where I worked for the Treasury Solicitor's 
Department, past Buckingham Palace.  On my way home one day I had to 
stop at the gates of Buckingham Palace as a car was coming through the 
gate.  The car had to stop for traffic; inside were the Queen and Duke of 
Edinburgh.  I smiled and waved; the Duke said something to the Queen and 
MEMORIES OF QUEEN ELIZABETH 



 



  



 



              Camino de Santiago                

Santiago de Compostela is the capital of Galicia, in northwestern Spain. The 

city has its origin in the shrine of Saint James the Great, now the Cathedral of 

Santiago de Compostela, as the destination of the Way of St. James, a 

significant pilgrimage route since the 9th century.  

        

I'm now back home,  having completed 100 miles on the Camino of Santiago 

de Compostela, although a walk of a mere 100 kms is required to qualify for 

the certificate! There were so many interesting places to see on the route. 

What an incredible experience: so many people to meet from around the 

globe, so much camaraderie and so much walking through all weathers. 

Evenings were spent chatting and preparing for the next day, before the 

inevitable meal of either hake, chicken or pork chop. I stayed in hostels along 

the pilgrims’ way, although I confess that I did not stay in the mixed 

dormitories, as I needed my sleep!  The Santiago cake with coffee in the 

morning certainly helped me along the way – a delicious, moist, almond cake.  

The culmination of the pilgrimage was the Pilgrims’ Mass at midday in the 

cathedral at Santiago. This was an incredible and moving experience. Despite 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galicia_(Spain)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_James_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral_of_Santiago_de_Compostela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathedral_of_Santiago_de_Compostela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Way_of_St._James
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrimage


the early start in the dark and rain, it was totally worthwhile. An emotional 

reunion with many Camino friends followed, as we saw who else had made 

it. I was particulary fortunate to see the "Botofiero" being swung. It's an 

enormous incense burner, which requires six priests pulling together on 

ropes to swing it the length of the church. An audible gasp from the 

congregation could be heard.  

Now that I am back in Winthorpe, I want to thank all those who felt able to 

give me a donation. I was raising funds for pFic 1 , a liver condition suffered 

by my granddaughter. And there is some good news: the new drug from 

USA  (not NHS funded) has this week been shown to be helping her. Your 

donations will help further reseach into children’s liver disease and it’s still 

not too late to donate should you feel able. https://gofund.me/d7dc5fd6  or 

drop an envelope through the door of 48 Gainsborough Road. 

A heartfelt thank you to those of you who have supported me in this cause. 

Elaine Parkin 

For more information about PFIC1: 

https://childliverdisease.org/liver-information/childhood-liver-

conditions/progressive-familial-intrahepatic-cholestasis/ 

 

Victoria wishes to thank everyone who 
supported her 26 mile walk of the London 
Shine Walk Marathon in aid of Cancer 
Research.  She raised the sum of £285 plus 
a further £50.00 in Gift Aid donations. 
£95.00 of this sum came through the 
generosity of the residents of Winthorpe. 
She completed the walk in just under 11 
hours, averaging just under 3 miles per 
hour. 

Thank you very much for supporting this 
worthy cause. 

Pauline Lockwood 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgofund.me%2Fd7dc5fd6&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9834b31769a5478220e308daa895ac14%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638007658027908612%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BMSIbZF6sMivysD8H%2FGKTrSwgwpkFKY0AoYEThuN8m8%3D&reserved=0
https://childliverdisease.org/liver-information/childhood-liver-conditions/progressive-familial-intrahepatic-cholestasis/
https://childliverdisease.org/liver-information/childhood-liver-conditions/progressive-familial-intrahepatic-cholestasis/


 



 WINTHORPE WI 

JERSEY BOYS 
On 22nd September several members donned their glad rags and headed for 
Nottingham to re-live their youth, by watching the stage version of Jersey 
Boys.  The show was preceded by a very enjoyable lunch at Bistrot Pierre.  A 
huge thank you to our President/Secretary for organising this. 
 
BOOK CLUB 
Eight members of the WI Book Club met at the Lord Nelson to review Ruin 
Beach by Kate Rhodes – and to partake of coffee and cake. Although 
everyone enjoyed reading the book, one or two members thought that the 
first couple of chapters were a bit off putting. 
 
At the meeting, one of our members revealed that she and a friend had made 
a last minute decision to travel to London for the lying in state of the Queen; 
she gave us an interesting account of her experience. 
 
The next Book Club meeting will be held at the Lord Nelson on 3rd November 
when we will be reviewing The Survivors by Jane Harper. All WI members are 
welcome to join us. 
 
MEETING 12th  OCTOBER 
The above meeting was well attended and three birthdays were celebrated. 
The meeting took the form of a Blue Peter moment when, armed with 
scissors, rulers, glue, template and various scraps of this and that, we were 
instructed to make a little memory book, without the aid of a single toilet roll 
cardboard inner or sticky backed plastic film! Something to practise with the 
grandchildren, I think. 
 
Our next meeting will be held on 9th November at 7.30pm,  when the subject 
will be GIN (I thought that would get your attention).  So, ladies, if you like 
gin and fancy coming to a gin tasting evening, please join us.  First visits are 
free (including this gin tasting); subsequent visits incur a £5.00 charge.  
  
PS: I don't like gin myself, so whoever sits next to me can drink mine as well. 

Pauline Lockwood 
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NEWARK FOODBANK 

Since the last edition of Focal Point, I have been able to make another 
delivery to the Foodbank, which weighed in at 50.1kg. Thank you very much 
to everyone who has contributed from Winthorpe, Holme and Langford. With 
your increased giving, you are making a real difference in these especially 
hard times.  

Especially needed now are: long life milk, tinned vegetables, tinned meat, 
sugar, pasta sauce, tinned fruit, tinned or microwaveable sponge puddings, 
tea bags, washing up liquid.  

Always needed are: toiletries (both men’s and women’s), biscuits, toilet rolls, 
breakfast cereals, jam, long life fruit juice. 

Winthorpe Collection Points:  

• The shop at the Lord Nelson, during shop hours 

• The swing bin at 11 Gainsborough Road, available 24/7. 

• The church porch, Sun 10am-12noon, Thurs 1.30-3.30pm  
 

The bank details for the Foodbank are:  
NatWest; sort code 54-10-23; a/c no. 19405812 

     Jane White  

Winners for October 

1st £44.40 Frances Kelly 

2nd £22.20 J. Young 

3rd £7.40 Thomas Smart 



Winthorpe Garden Club 
 

It was with sadness that we learned of the death of two former members: 
Margaret Bark and Harold Pacey. Both were stalwart supporters of our 
club.  On a happier note we welcomed new members, Les and Maureen. 
 
This month’s talk was: “Breeding and Growing Harvington Hellebores.” Our 
speaker, Penny Dawson, told us a little of the background of the nursery, and 
the origin of the names Harrington and Twelve Nunns. Her parents, Hugh and 
Liz Nunn, had a specialist wholesale nursery in Harrington village, near 
Evesham. Penny developed the business under the name of Twelve Nunns, 
after settling near Bourne in Lincolnshire. Combining her maiden name 
(Nunn) with her maternal family name (Twelves) neatly provided the name 
for her new enterprise. 
 
For over thirty years, Penny’s father had been selecting and breeding 
hellebores, which she continued. All were grown from seed, collected from 
‘mother’ plants, whose characteristics were known. Netting is used to 
exclude bees and other pollinating insects, so that cross pollination is 
avoided. Instead, pollination is done in a labour intensive way, using a small 
brush to transfer pollen from one flower to another. There can be a hundred 
seeds in a single flower head; these are collected when ripe and sown into a 
small cellular system before growing on. The determining factor in breeding 
these plants is that the resulting flowers must be consistently true and clear 
in colour.  We learned that it can take many years of selection and breeding 
to produce a new, named variety before its release to the public. 
 
Penny also showed examples of their trilliums, erythroniums, roscoes; many 
unusual varieties are available online, as the nursery is not open to the 
public. Some of us came away with new plants from the range on offer. 
 
Our next meeting is on November 16th, when our old friend STEVEN LOVELL 
will give a talk entitled EXTRAMADURA .  Steven’s talks are always extremely 
informative, humorous and illustrated with impressive photographs.  I hope 
to see you there. 

 
Ian Wilson 

  



Winthorpe and Langford Parish Council 

  



Let’s have a chat about Winthorpe’s History and Heritage 

Now that the heritage trails leaflet has been published, it’s exciting to think 

that local interest in the history of Winthorpe is having a revival. If you are 

ineterested in sitting down for a chat about the history of our village – even if 

you approach the conversation with no pre-existing knowledge of the area – 

we’d love to hear from you. 

This is not a local history group: it’s an informal gathering of like-minded 

people, interested in Winthorpe’s past and the heritage of the village. 

For more information, please contact Christine hasman on 01636 679105 or 

email christine@easttrentgenealogy.co.uk  

mailto:christine@easttrentgenealogy.co.uk


 



  



 

THINK AGAIN 
 

The Winthorpe Residents’ A46 Consultation Group 
 
The Think Again committee has been busy: we met with 
National Highways, who advised us that the statutory 
consultation for the A46 will run from Wednesday 
26th October until Monday 12th December. We expect 

the consultation to be live on their website from 26th October; residents will 
also receive an information pack in the post. 
  
National Highways confirmed that they would host a community engagement 
event at the Community Centre on Saturday 12th November. In addition, 
Think Again will be hosting two presentations / discussion sessions at the 
Community Centre. These will take place on Wednesday 23rd November; the 
first session is at 1.30pm and the second session is at 7pm. 
  
We also met Robert Jenrick MP and, although we are pleased with the 
revisions to the design, we outlined four areas of concern. These issues will 
no doubt formulate part of our official response to the consultation: 
  

1. The expansion of the Winthorpe (showground) roundabout. With 
the merge and splitter lanes, this will constitute up to 10 lanes, 
so it is a significant infrastructure, and we need to learn more 
about how it will impact people living in that area / impact on 
habitat etc. 
 

2. Intensification of roads in the vicinity of the A1/dog kennels. 
Although this alleviates the need for the three stacked road 
underpass, it has meant a flattening out of more road, which will 
broadly stretch from the new A46 (which has come closer to 
Winthorpe at this point) to the A1, with the addition of a new 
roundabout called Brownhills Junction. This junction/roundabout 
will carry all traffic exiting the A46 northbound, travelling onto 
either the A1, A17 or into Newark, as well as offering local access 
to the dog kennels. 

 



3. Concerns about an NIA (Noise Important Area) already in 
existence in this area and the impact on noise for those living in 
the south part of Winthorpe. 

 
4. Lack of clarity regarding how the issue of show day traffic is being 

addressed. Whilst it’s clear that this is now on National Highways’ 
radar, the solution to how this will work is less transparent. 

  
 Although the map showing the latest changes has been published on 
National Highways’ website, it is not easy to download. An easier version is 
available. We have reported issues in downloading the map to National 
Highways and they have assured us that they are working on it. 
  
The Environment Scoping Report has also been published and is available 
here: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/east-
midlands/a46-newark-bypass/?ipcsection=docs 
  
We are still in need of volunteers, especially to look at the environment 
profile of the scheme, and to aid with social media engagement (though all 
volunteers – whatever your skills set – are welcome). If you feel you cannot 
commit indefinitely, we welcome volunteers who could join us for the short 
period of the consultation only – i.e. from now until mid-December – as this 
is going to be an exceptionally busy time for Think Again. If you can spare 
some time to help, please get in touch. We would really appreciate it.  

For up-to-date news on Think Again’s campaign, upcoming events and key 
dates, please join our mailing list (details below).  

The dedicated Think Again web site is available as a single point of 
information and communication for the village. It can be found by following 
the link: https://a46thinkagain.org.uk  

A46WinthorpeVillage@outlook.com  

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ThinkAgainA46Newark  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/east-midlands/a46-newark-bypass/?ipcsection=docs
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/east-midlands/a46-newark-bypass/?ipcsection=docs
https://a46thinkagain.org.uk/
mailto:A46WinthorpeVillage@outlook.com
https://twitter.com/ThinkAgainA46


RSPB Langford Lowfields 

“Breeding Bittern Bonanza!” 

 
2022 has been a historic year for us... for the first time ever, two bittern nests 

were found on site! Bitterns have nested on site for the past couple of years, 

but this is the first time that we’ve had two nests running simultaneously, it 

represents the next important step in our journey to becoming a bittern-

filled, reedbed paradise. The nests were close together, probably indicating 

that although we had two males on site, both females probably chose to 

mate with the same male. Clearly his powerful Barry White style booming 

was more alluring. No youngsters (bitterlings??) have been seen, but the fact 

that the site now has the habitat and presumably the food resources to 

support two nesting females is excellent confirmation that we’re heading in 

the right direction. Fish numbers continue to increase, more amphibian 

ponds are being dug this year to provide additional feeding opportunities and 

reed planting continues on Phase 3, expanding the priority reedbed habitat, 

with 12000 seedlings planted out so far this year. 

The habitats at Langford have been designed and are managed with bitterns 
in mind, lots of reed edge for feeding and larger blocks for nesting, open 
channels and pools, willows are controlled to prevent them taking over, 
water is managed to mimic natural seasonal fluctuations, new feeding ponds 
are being dug, water lilies are being planted to provide more cover for small 
fish... these bitterns are demanding creatures! Reed cover will continue to 
increase over the years, as will the size of the fish population and so bittern 
numbers should only increase. Do not fear though, as the reedbed expands, 
key niches will still be maintained within and around it for the benefit of 
other species; wintering wildfowl, waders (lots follow the Trent during their 
annual migration) and various heron species which enjoy sauntering through 
the knee-deep shallower waters. Located inland, well away from the coast, 
Langford represents a key and expanding site for a host of reedbed species, a 
haven safe from the threatened sea level rise, which looks likely to impact on 
reedbeds located on the east coast. 

Joe Harris (site manager) 

 





Winthorpe Post Office and Stores 

Early 1960s – 1975 
 

By the early 1960s, it was clear that the business had outgrown the existing 

shed premises. A new shop was therefore built, this time attached to the 

house with more shelves and with food counters too. It came to be another 

‘open all hours’,  as the shop was opened when the mail arrived and closed at 

7.00pm – though being closed was a loosely held concept for some, for 

whom coming to the back door for something they’d forgotten and couldn’t 

do without was a regular practice. My mother ended her own business and 

started to work full-time in the shop, including taking on the role of 

‘postmistress’.  

When my father started the newspaper side of the business (all done before 

he went to his other work) he bought from W H Smith Wholesalers a bike 

with a large basket on the front. He told no one it was coming; it arrived 

on a lorry, partly wrapped in cardboard. In his mind, someone else (he hated 

cycling) would ride it to deliver papers and other stuff. But it was a big beast, 

with no gears, and would have caused the likes of Arnold Schwarzenegger to 

shrink back! Ironically, it was my father who ended up riding it every Saturday 

and Sunday, when he took to delivering the papers himself. 

 

The new purpose-built shop was much more secure – though we were 

burgled one night and the shop was ransacked, presumably in the search for 

cash (which was all locked away in a safe). The odd thing is that we had a dog 

then, and she slept through it all and never made a sound. The police thought 

that very funny. We didn’t see the joke! 

 

My grandmother was at heart a naturally gregarious person who loved 

people and, as a cure for her depression and anxiety, having the shop 

worked. There is no doubt that it was hard work and a full-on affair. We all 

‘mucked in’ and did what needed to be done. I remember that, though there 

were times of stress and angst, there was also a lot of laughter. 

 

By the early 1970s, my grandmother was older and wanting to slow down. 

My father had a new role in his day job and was also Parish Clerk and a 

Churchwarden. My mother’s rheumatoid arthritis was getting worse. They 



decided that this was the right time to sell up. But first, they partitioned the 

land and had a bungalow built on what had been the quite extensive garden, 

where they lived, and in which my wife and I are living today. They sold the 

business and the property in 1975. Looking back, I believe that they were 

always pleased with the service they gave to Winthorpe village. 

 

David White 

 

Lest We Forget 
 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.” 
 

Private Arthur Cecil Richmond, 1st/7th Bn. Sherwood Foresters  
died 1st July 1916, aged 25, and is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial  

Herbert Charles Key, Lance-Corporal, 8th Sherwood Foresters  
Killed in action 12th September 1917, aged 22 years 
 
Arthur Dean, Lance-Corporal, 8th Sherwood Foresters.  
Died of wounds 9th December 1917, aged 22 years 

John Edward Walker, Lance-Sergeant 1st Lincolnshire Regiment 
Killed in action October 4th 1917, aged 33 years 

 
And for all those who have given their lives in war so that we might have the 
freedom and rights we have today. We will remember them all. 

“If I should die, think only this of me: 
   That there's some corner of a foreign field 
That is for ever England.  There shall be 
   In that rich earth a richer dust concealed; 
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware, 
   Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam, 
A body of England's, breathing English air, 
   Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.” 



 



 

What’s Your Traditional Food for Bonfire Night? 

Hot Dogs and Burgers with fried onions, mustard or ketchup 

Jacket potatoes, chestnuts – cooked in the bottom of the bonfire* 

Ginger parkin, toffee apples, bonfire toffee* 

• Sugar and fire warnings apply in 2022 which did not exist in 20th century and earlier  



Slimming World with Katie Joynes 
Enjoy the Freedom of Losing Weight  

while Eating the Food You Love! 
 

Groups Available: Thursday Morning: Newark @ 9am,  
                                 Thursday Evening: Fernwood @ 4pm & 5.30pm,  
                                 Friday Morning: Balderton @ 8am & 9.30am  
                                 Saturday Morning: Coddington @ 7am, 8.30am & 10am  
For more information please contact Katie – 07539 849 670              

  

 

 
1/4 of a page —->  

FOCAL POINT ONLINE EDITION 
The online edition of the magazine is easy to find on Winthorpe 

village website: www.winthorpe.org  

Just follow the menus: Media and then Village Magazine.  

As well as the current issue, you can read previous issues, going 

back as far as 2007! 

 



    NOVEMBER’S REFLECTIONS     

 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
How are you?  It’s been a tough and testing couple of years hasn’t it?  What 
with Covid, various other diseases and ailments, the invasion of Ukraine, 
worry about the cost of living, and the death of Queen Elizabeth coming just 
three months after her diamond jubilee and a year after her husband’s 
death… we might be forgiven for wondering what’s going to happen next.  I 
for one could do with a breather and an uneventful month or two! 
 
Seriously though, life takes its toll on us doesn’t it? And we shouldn’t 
underestimate the impact on our minds and bodies.  We may well feel that 
we can’t do everything we used to do or want to do now.  We may feel that 
we can’t join in activities in the same way, so we can’t join in at all. 
 
Well, I can’t talk about many things, but I can talk about church and I know 
that coming to church can be a challenge, when our minds and bodies don’t 
always behave in the way we want them to. I know that church is full of 
tradition and ritual, and that we like things done the way they’ve always been 
done, but I want to reassure everyone that these traditions aren’t rules that 
we’ve got to obey. 
 
After all, I was taught to always kneel down to say my prayers and I guess 
everyone who is older than me was taught the same, but we don’t kneel 
down in church anymore and that’s OK.  God doesn’t mind! Traditionally, we 
spend a lot of time standing through church services, but if you want or need 
to sit down through all of it, that’s OK.  God doesn’t mind!  If you want to 
bring a cushion and a blanket for comfort, that’s OK! God doesn’t mind. 
Traditionally, when we receive communion, we go to the altar rail or the 
chancel steps, but if you want or need someone to bring you the bread and 
wine where you’re sitting, that’s OK!  God doesn’t mind. 
 



It is important and good for us to be together whenever we can.  That’s good 
for body and soul.  We have special services this month, with All Saints’ Day, 
Remembrance Sunday and Advent Sunday, and we don’t want anyone to 
miss out. 
 
If you’d like to talk about any of this, please get in touch.   
Have a good November.  I look forward to seeing you. 
 
God bless you,  
Revd. Mandy 
01636 361657 
revdmand@hotmail.com  

All Saints’ Church, Winthorpe 
The church of All Saints was rebuilt in 1886-8 in place of the old building, 
which had fallen into disrepair. The foundation stone was laid on All Saints 
Day 1886 by Sir Henry Bromley of Stoke Hall. The new church was paid 
for solely by the rector at the time, the Revd Edward Handley. There are a 
few remnants of the previous church remaining, i.e. in the churchyard, an 
oval stone plaque and pinnacle; inside the church, a ceiling boss, a door lock 
& key, several monuments, royal arms and three of the six bells. 
 

Wimuntorp’ is included in Domesday Book but without mention of any 
church. A church was certainly established by the mid-12th century, since 
sometime before 1166 the church of Winthorpe was granted by Walter de 
Mandeville as part of the initial endowment for the establishment of an 
Augustinian Priory at Elsham in Lincolnshire. 

On 21 April 1283 there is a record of one Richard de Thistletone, priest, being 
instituted to the church by presentation of the Elsham Priory; in 1283 there 
was a testimonial as to his good character as dean of Newark. In 1291 the 
church was valued at £10 for the ecclesiastical tax of Pope Nicholas IV, where 
it was also recorded that the church paid an annual pension of 6s. to Elsham 
Priory. Following a dispute in May 1302, on 29 January 1303 the archbishop 
was advised that Elsham Priory had recovered the presentation of the church 
of St Saviour – to whom the church of Winthorpe was dedicated in this 
period – against the crown in a legal challenge.  

mailto:revdmand@hotmail.com


All Saints’ Church, 
Winthorpe 

Last month we held a fun Harvest Supper with great food 
and another hard Pat Finn quiz, ‘washed down’ with much 
conversation. Our Harvest Festival followed the next day, 
where the church looked beautiful in all the autumnal 

colours,  worked on by our wonderful band of Flower Ladies. The numerous 
Harvest gifts were later taken to the Women’s Refuge in Newark.  

Sadly, I need to report the loss of another member of our regular 
congregation – Margaret Bark had been for the last few years living in a Care 
home in Newark but, when in Winthorpe, attended church regularly. We will 
miss her friendly smile and ask that you remember her family and friends in 
your prayers.  

We look forward to welcoming many of you to our Remembrance Service on 
Sunday November 13th at 10.15a.m. in church.  

So much to look forward to and, as we move towards December, there will 
be the Special Services; these include a Christingle Service, a Carol Service 
and the usual Christmas Eve Communion Service in church. We do hope that 
many parents will bring their children to the Christingle on December 4th at 
3pm, to enjoy the special atmosphere which is created by the candles in the 
Christingles.  

We are very much thinking in our prayers of anyone in the village who is ill or 
hospitalised at this time.  

Tish Applewhite Churchwarden (643763)  

Church Cleaners Mrs J Lord and Mrs C Hasman  
Brasses Miss T Applewhite 



St. Giles Church, Holme 

Hello from St Giles Church Holme 

The Harvest Festival was really well supported, 

especially by people, including children from 

Holme village. The church was decorated with sheaves of corn, apples, 

onions, marrows, chillies and a large bread loaf in the shape a sheaf was laid 

in front of the altar cross. After the service everyone enjoyed a glass of 

sparkling wine and light refreshments whilst catching up socially. 

On Tuesday 18th October the funeral and burial of Holme resident, David 

Sheppard took place at the church. The church was full with even the seats in 

the Barton Chapel being used. At the back of the church there was standing 

room only with an impressive line-up of several of Dave’s carers all in uniform 

standing just inside the door. The service was taken by Jessica Pacey, who is 

related to the deceased and lives just over the river in North Muskham. One 

of Dave’s sons, Robert Sheppard, gave the tribute which mentioned Dave 

being one the last school children from Holme to cross the river each day in a 

boat to attend the primary school at North Muskham. When one of the 

Hallam twins fell in, that then ended and they then went to school in 

Collingham. The Sheppard family have farmed in Holme for a few generations 

and his funeral was attended by the many local farmers, friends and families 

that he knew over his long life of 91 years. He was laid to rest alongside the 

Sheppard family graves to the north of the church.  

Please take care when visiting the churchyard; we are having problems with 

the moles who seem intent on throwing up mole hills everywhere at the 

moment. They must be compensating for the long summer period during the 

drought when we hoped they had disappeared for ever! 

Kind regards, Nigel Priestley and Doreen Hallam.  

Phone, 01636 892020, email: nigel.priestley10@gmail.com 

mailto:nigel.priestley10@gmail.com


St Bartholomew’s 
Church, Langford 

Our next church cleaning and light gardening 
event will be on Saturday 19th November 2-
4pm. This will be our last gardening event for 
the year. Community gardening and church cleaning provides our Langford 
community the opportunity to get involved in a range of small jobs, with 
conversation and refreshments.  
 
The next service will be at 9am on Sunday 20th November. St Bartholomew’s 
church is open most days between 10 and 4pm – all are welcome to look 
around, take time for reflection and sign the visitors’ book.   

 
St Bartholomew’s provided space for 
quiet reflection during our period of 
national mourning. Thanks to Sandy, the 
church was beautifully decorated to give 
thanks for the life and service of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Our 
neighbours at Tigh Abaid added to the 
display of pictures with lovely colourings 
of Paddington and the Queen.   
 

Our church provided the venue to say goodbye to a resident of Langford.  The 
funeral of Guy Mansell, a regular helper at our gardening events, welcomed 
his family and friends resulting in a church full for the first time in a while.  
Guy had travelled the world in his work in media and as a travel writer, and 
his final adventures were in Langford where he lived next door to daughter 
Charlotte and family. 
 
Our Christmas Carol service will be on Sunday 11th December at 3.30pm, 
followed by mulled wine and mince pies.  
Fundraising ideas for next year include a small flower festival and summer 
fayre. Thoughts for other fundraising activities very welcome to our church 
warden: Jeremy Steel 01636 893 143. 

John and Becky Whittaker Langford Crossing (0775 311 7530) 



  

 



 

  

 

Fresh Local Farm Milk 
unhomogenised 

Delivered to your door  
on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays in glass bottles 
£1.50 per litre bottle 

Produced, Pasteurised and 
Bottled in Danethorpe 

tel: Robin 07587 140106 

 


